Prevalence of obesity in patients receiving depot antipsychotics.
Antipsychotic drugs have long been noted to cause pronounced weight gain, and drug-induced obesity can assume major clinical importance in long-term medication in the management of chronic schizophrenia. Obesity is associated with increased morbidity and may reduce compliance, leading to a return of psychotic symptoms. In a survey of 226 patients attending depot neuroleptic clinics in one inner London borough, it was found that the prevalence of clinically relevant obesity was four times that in the general population.